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GLASGOW MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
Session 1892-93.
Meeting XII.?21st April, 1893.
The President, Dr. Joseph Coats, in the Chair.
I.?LOCKS OF HAIR PASSED PER ANUM, FROM A CASE IN WHICH
A DERMOID CYST HAD RUPTURED INTO THE BOWEL.
By Dr. Jardine.
Dr. Jardine showed the above as fresh specimens. The patient was a girl, 10 years of age. A year and a half ago she had been very ill, and, according to the history given, a good deal of " matter " had then been passed by the bowel; subsequently she had begun to pass quantities of hair. One lock now shown had been brought to Dr. Jardine about a month before the date of meeting, and more recently he had seen the patient herself, and found a tuft of the size of the little finger projecting at the anus. On pulling this he had found it to be attached, and on introducing his finger he had detected a ragged opening in the mucous membrane of the rectum leading in the direction of the uterine organs. He had been able to feel that the tuft of hair was projecting through this opening. Directions for watching the case had been given, and the second specimen shown was part of this tuft now that it had come away. It would be noticed, on close examination, that there were roots upon the hairs. The hair passed was of a brown colour; the hair on the patient's head was red.
Dr. Jardine supposed there to be a dermoid cyst present, which had opened into the bowel, and was thus discharging; probably the " matter" described as escaping at the first had also been part of its contents. In the region where he had felt the opening there was some thickening, but no definite tumour.
The facts he had mentioned about the hair showed that it was not possible that it had been swallowed. 
